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MIC Dents Pati:i_ck MURPHY

(Posthumous Award)

;

,

STAR OF COURAGE

The fi. shi_rig vesseL "New Venture" capsi. zed
on Broadhurst Reef at about 10.20 p. in. on Sunday
24 JULY 1983. MIC Mux'phy, the deck-hand, was on
board with two other's . When the vesseL sank some
two hours Later the crew members were uriabLe to
reLease the di_righy as i_t was underneath the vesseL
whi_ch had then turned upside down . They accordingLy
ti_ed together wi_th fi, shi_rig Li_ne, a surf board, a
Ltfe LLDg and some foam mater I. aL.

DULLnq that night and the next day they
endeavoured by paddLi. rig and dri_fti_rig to reach an
area where other ticawLe, CS were work, .rig but they
were not seen . At 6 p . in . on the Monday eventng
when some 14 nauti. caL ini_Les south-east of Loadstone
Reef , MIC Mux'phy spotted a shark . Tt swam around

them for I!^ hours and then began to bump i_nto the
debri_s on whi. ch they were betng supported.

Next-of -KLn (Mother)

Mrs CarmeL MURPHY

I34 Yundah Street

SHORNCLTFF QLD

As the icesuLt o^ a two metre sweLL, they
were aLL washed off the debri_s. The shark then

setzed MIC Muxphy by the Left Leg, sever trig i. t at
the knee . He and one of the crew member's managed
to st, :uqgLe on to the board but after taLki. rig the
matter over, Mir Mux'phy, reaLtsi. rig the Li. keLi_hood
of a further attack persuaded the other's to Leave
hi_in to hts fate and then proceeded to paddLe the
board away from hts comrades. After some two
minutes the shark attacked for a second ti. me and he
wa s not seen agaLn .

401.7

Tn hi_s desperate SLtuati. on Mir Murphy
di. spLayed conspicuous courage i_n attempting to save
the Lives of hts coinpanLons.
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First CLass ConstabLe Ross Vi. cto, c MARSHALL
We stern Au s ticaL i. a POTi. c e Forc e

On 20 JULY 1983 at approxi. mateLy 4 p. in. a
Cessna 182 atifcicaft took off from the Wi_Luna ALLStic, .. p
and shortLy after CT'ached i_n an open area of the town.
The pi_Lot was trapped strapped to hi_s seat i. n the
cockpi_t; the atICOT'aft was badLy damaged, avi_atton fueL
was Leaki_rig i. nt. o the cockpi. t and the damaged eLectici_caL
system was short ci. ,ccui. ti. rig. Sparks and smoke were
present inside the pLane. E'tve men worki. rig nearby
rushed to the scene. Fi. I'St CLa s s ConstabL e MarshaLL
and MIC Leonard COLLebt endeavoured to extictcate the

pi_Lot from the I:'i. ght hand SLde of the pLane but
fatLed i_n the attempt. The other three men then
ti_Ited the wi_rig and ConstabLe MarshaLL and MIC COLLett
got under the other wi. rig and rescued the uriconsci_ous
pi. Lot from that SLde . Hi_s cLothes were saturated
with avi_atton EUeL and i_n the rescue attempt the tic
cLothes were aLso saturated.

BRAVERY MEDAL

By hi_s acti_ons i_n rescuing the pi_Lot
Con stabL e MarshaL L di_ spLayed con siderabLe bravery .

Senior Con stabLe Calcy Edwi_n RTCHARDS
Queen SLand POLLce Force

On 16 August 1983 First CLass ConstabLe
Ri. chards and two other's were di. icected to a paneL van
parked off the Load at Macrossan. A SLgn attached to
the wi. ridscreen read "wi_iced for bomb" and "do not touch"
and between the front seats of the van was a device

LesembLi_rig a bomb. Wires Led from i. t to aLL wi. ridows
and a heavy chain was fastened to the front door's to

The motor wa sprevent them from betng opened. runnLng

and two pLasti_c hoses connected to the exhaust pi. pes
Led to the trite, :i_or. A inari, sti. Ll. aLi. ve, was Lyi_rig
in the rear. One of the wi. res had faLLen off a SLde
window. ConstabLe Ri. chards removed the rubber

surroundi_rig the window, took out the qLass and taped
the bare end of the wi_re. Leantnq through the wi. ridow
he grasped the man ' s shouLders and moved ILLm to the
wi. ridow. WhtLe sti_LL partLy i_n the van, ConstabLe
Ri_chards then assi. sted in the gi_vi. rig of Pi_r'st Atd by
hoLdi. rig an oxygen mask over hi. s face and then wi. th
the ambuLance bearer Lifted hi. in out through the
sinaLL wi. ridow.

By hi. s acti_ons i_n attempti. rig to save the inari ' s
LIEe Con stabL e Ri_chards di. . spLayed con siderabLe bravery .
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Mir ALan George RTCHARDSON
139 Greenmeadows Road
MOUNT GRAVATT QLD

On 29 JULY 1983 at about 6.30 p. in. Mir
Ri. chardson was dirtvi. rig north aLonq the Bruce Hi_qhway
and after betng stopped by another motori_st he
approached a burntng vehi. cLe. He saw a young boy
SLtti_rig cryi_rig by the roadsi_de and aLso heard
cryi. rig coini. rig from the rear secti. on of the car
whi. ch had overturned. MIC Ri_chardson crawLed

underneath , removed the rear wi. ridow and dragged
a sinaLJ_ gi. JCL from instde the car to safety.
Whi_Le under the vehi_cLe peti:oL was constantLy dirtppi_rig
on hi. in from the pe CT'oL tank . Mr Ri. chardson returned
to the car and cal_Led out in an attempt to find
anyone eLse who may have been i. n the car but
Icecei. ved no answer. Together wi. th a bystander
MIC Ri_chardson approached the car again and then
found the dirtvei, trapped but apparentLy dead.
ShortLy after there were a number of expLosi. ons
and the car caught fi_re .

BRAVERY MEDAL

4/22

By hi. s acti. ons in Icescui. rig the chi. Ld
from the overturned car Mir Richardson di. spLayed
con SLderabLe bLavery.

*
,
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The Reverend Kenneth John Box

Church of EngLand Rectory
I ADDe S treet

GEORGE TOWN

COMMENDATTON FOR BRAVE CONDUCT

On 9 March L984 at about 8.50 a. in. two cars

ShortLy at tel:'COLLi_ded on the East Tamai: Hi_ghway.
the COLLtsi. on one of the cars caught fire and the
dirtvei: who was uriconsci_ous was trapped i_ns, _de.

The Reverend Box was one of three persons
who assisted in the reinovaL of the dirtveic from the

MIC Box then wi_th assi_stance disconnectedburntng calc .
bhe ticai. Lei:' from the calc whi. ch subsequentLy expLoded.
MIC Box caLLed to some by-standeics to heLp hi_in
di. SCOnnec't the ticai. Lei:' from hLs calc. The driver was

then pLaced on the ticai. Lei:' and moved out of danger
to awai_t the airici_vaL o:E the ambuLance .

TAS 7253

BY hi_s acti. ons the Reverend Box di_spLayed
commendabLe courage.

Mir Bi, ett Nevi. L Le ELLTOTT-SHTRCORE
172 Bi. ,:kett Street

WADTANELLA

On 21 January 1984 at about I. 00 a. in. fire
broke out on the upper fLooi: of a two-story house at

A woman who occupied a unit on thi_s :ELooicMt LawLey.
was standi_rig at the wi. ridow screaming.

MIC ELLi_ott-Shi. recore a passenger i_n a ventcLe
dirtvi. rig past got the driver to stop. He then rushed
up the stai. I'S but was prevented by the fLames from
enter trig the woman ' s Lintt. He jumped through the
wi_ridow of another uni_t on to a SLOPi. rig awni. rig and
then persuaded and assi_sted the woman to join him.
Under their wetght the awning COLLapsed and they
feLL ei_ght feet to the ground. Tn the faLL Mir ELLi. ott-
Shi. recoi:e recei_ved in trior i. njurtes to hi_s back and
Legs but he reinai_ned wi. th the woman and coin^orted
heir unti_L she was taken to hospi_taL.

6062

By hi_ s ac ti_on s MIC EL Li. ott-Shi. ,:core di. spLayed
coinmendabLe courage .
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MIC John CyJ:i_L HATCHETT
41 ELi. zabet. h Street

5069EVANDALE SA

COMMENDATTON FOR BRAVE CONDUCT

On Thursday 5 January 1984 at about 2.30 p. in.
a tent was on fire in the Port Victoria Caravan Park.

MIC Hatchett came ifrom a tent nearby and heard bystanders
say that there was a chi_Ld inside. The tent was
enguLfed in fLames ei. ght or ni. ne feet high and he
couLd hear a chi_Ld MIC Hatchett waLl<ed ontoscreamLng.

the burntng tent and went over the materi. aL wi. th his
bare hands unti. L feeLi. rig the chi. Ld ' s Leg he dragged ITi_in
to safety. Tn the rescue attempt Ile sustained
burns to the xi. ght hand. and foot.

;

By hts acti_ons MIC Hatchett undoubtedLy saved
the chi. Ld ' s Li_fe.

MIC Ha, :oLd James HOGAN

11 Brabham Street

61.10GosNELLs WA

On 18 March 1,984 Mr Hogan was 'traveLLi_rig on
the Koionup Highway when the calc i_n front of hi. in

Whi. Le runni. rig toLeft the road and LOLLed over.

assi_st he saw smoke and fLames coining from the rear
of the calc. When the dirtvei: was uriabLe to open the
door MIC Hogan di. d so, reLeased the dri. vei, ' s seatbeLt
and heLped her out before the car was enquLfed i. n
f Laine s .

woman s

By hi_s acti_ons he undoubtedLy saved the
Li_f e .
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MIC ex'egory Charles MELHUTSH
Gtttoes Lane
O ' Possum Creek NSW 2479

COM11ENDATTON FOR BRAVE CONDUCT

On Saturday 21 May 1983 i_n the Margaret
Ri. vex' area a coinpeti. toIC ,_n the AUSticaLi. an Amateur
Sur^riders As SOCi_atton AnnuaL Champi_on ships became
stranded wi_thout hi_s surfboard in treacherous seas.

Wi_th no reaL knowLedge of LocaL condi. ttons Mr liel. hutsh
and another competitor went to his asststance . On

thei. ,, boards they managed to get the stranded surfboard
rider out of the ri_p.

By hi. s acti. ons Mir IleLnutsh di_spLaved
c o1nmendabL e c our age .

MIC Percy Heniry MYERS
9I I I Gi_Lham Avenue

7253GEORGE TOWN TAS

I

On 9 March 1984 at about 8.50 a. in. two

cars COLLi_ded on the East Tamai: Highway. ShortLy
after the COLLi_SLon one of the cars caught fi_re
and the dirtveir who was uriconsci_ous was trapped
instde. MIC My elf s was one of three persons who
attempted to remove the dirtveic from the smoke-
fi. LLed car whi_ch subsequentLy expl_oded. As the
dirtvei: was Li_fted ^Loin the car Mir Myei:s used hi. s
cap to beat out the fLames from the side o^ the
dirtveJ: ' s body. He then he JPed to b, ci_rig the
ticai_Ler to the calc and pLace the driver on i_t and
assi. st i. n moving the ticai. Let. away from the fire.

By his acti. ons MIC Myeirs di_spLayed
coinmendabL e courage .

,
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Pi_r'st CLass ConstabLe Joseph ALexandei: RYAN
Queen SLand POLLce Force

COMMENDATTON FOR BRAVE CONDUCT

On 16 August 1983 Pi. list CLass ConstabLe Ryan
and two others were dLrected to a paneL van parked
o^f the road at Macrossan . A SLgn attached to the
wi_ridow read "wi. red for bomb " and "do not touch " and
between the front seats of the van was a device

resentoLi. rig a bomb. Wires Led from i_t to aLL wi_ridows
and a heavy chain was fastened to the front door's
to prevent them from bei. rig opened . The motor wa s

runni_rig and two pLasti. c hoses connected to the
exhaust pi. pes Led to the inter tor. A inari, sti_LL
aLi. .ve, was Lyi_rig I. n the rear. Notwi. thstandi_rig the
dangerous SLtuati_on ConstabLe Ryan stood by ready
to render assi. stance i_f as hi_s feLLownece s sax'y

constabLe removed the gLass from one of the windows
and eventuaLLy with assi_stance got the man out.

I

By his actions Const. abLe Ryan di. spLayed
COTnmendabL e courage .

MIC Jef f SALES

21253 Boundary Street
QLD 4225COOLANGATTA

On Saturday 21 May 1,983 in the Margaret Ri_vei,
area a coinpetttoic i_n the AUStlcaLi_an amateur Surfri_ders
As SOCi_a ti_on AnnuaL Champi_on ships To st hi. s surfboard
i_n treacherous seas and was caught i. n a xi_p. With no
reaL knowLedge of LocaL condi_ti. ons Mir SaLes and
another coinpeti. toI:' went to hts asststance. On the tic
boards they managed to get the stranded surfboard
Ltdei: out of the xi. p. On the advi_ce of the organ L sex' s

of the Champi. on shi_ps he, avoi. di_rig the JCLsk of bed_rig
washed across on to a rocky cLi_ff face, managed to
paddLt^ the stranded Ltde, : stirai. ght i_n through heavy
sur f .

courage .

By his acti_ons Mr SaLes di_spLayed coriumendabLe
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MIC Otto AL fired TTl, TM

59 Kni. qhtsbi:i. dqe Avenue
5093VALLEY VTEW S. A.

COMMENDATTON FOR BRAVE CONDUCT

On 30 January 1983 Mr TITnm was body-surfing
at GooLwa Beach . The waves were one to two metres

high and there was a strong under tow. He was 40 to
50 metres from the shore and was about to Leave the

water when heartng ci:i. es for heLp he saw a woman
tryi_rig Co wave her arm. She was 10 metres further

i. n her di_Icecti_onout but as the under tow was inovLng
MIC Ti_mm reached her in 10 seconds. The woman by
then was distressed and weak. Mr Ti. mm fLoated her

on her back and swi_mmi_rig si. desticoke managed to
bird_rig her Co sa^ety .

By hi_s acti_ons MIC Ti_mm undoubtedLy saved
the woman ' s Li. fe.

.

\

Mir Davi_d Crai_g TOYNE
18 BLuegum Road
YOUNGTOWN TAS

,

On 9 March 1984 at about 8.50 a. in. two

cars COLLi. ded on the East Tamair Highway. ShortLy
after the COLLi. SLon one of the cars caught fi. Ice and
the dirtvei: Who Was uriconsci. OILS Was trapped i. nSi. de.

Mir Toyne was one of three persons who
attempted to remove the di:tvei: from the smoke-fi. LLed

He IceLeased thecar which subsequentLy expLoded .
seat beLt, burntng hi. s Left hand as he di. d so. MIC

Toyne Lent into the car and then managed to Lift the
dirtveic out. The artveic was then pLaced on the ticai. Lei:'
and moved to safety.

By hi. s actLons MIC Toyne di. spLayed COTnmendabLe

7250

courage .


