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if Davi. d Bowman GTBSON,
3 Parki. n Road '
ROLEYSTONE W. A. 6LIL

,
On L September L983 th

""' tow ropes. B, ,, "'ntLe, broke some of
orce I O gale and heavy se ''ndi. ti. ons ,

Two RAAF Tro uo '

and On the rig. mst, d rig""S to attempt t,

Mr Gi. bson was -

"9, Whtch ar, I , 9 ', Prtvate contractors to th

Sank . an e ri. g turned

Tn the Itqht of the substantial riskope rati. on Mr Gtbson di. SPLa d VO ved

.

,

B RAVE RY MEDAL

.
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n ampbeLL

ALAblUNDA W . A .

n I September L983 ;
' " 'ow ropes. B '"' '' Premantl. e, b "''
breaking ,,, ''d heavy seas ,f ' itions,

as undertaken y e ICOpt, ,
Two R!\AF Tro

Land on th, '' it Was too d, , e Up but' On the ,j. ,. , as too dangerous tth "" ' mstead th 9""S to attempt t

Mr Vaughan J

n ractors to th ", ''ned by ok, , an

'x' and sank 'Pe Snapped and

Tn the light of ' ~in the operatj. , , the substanti, l' Operation M, v ' Substantial risk

~~,-...~.~.., ,-~-. ---

I ,

B}{AVERY

VAUGHAN

6076

MEDAL

JOHNSON



a

Detective Constable First Class
Stephen Francls CANELLIS,

New South Wales POLLce Force

COMMENDA'rTON L'OR BRAVE CONDUCT'

~

On 31 January 1984 at approximateI 4.00 . .
Detective Constable First C}ass Cane}Lis was c 11 d
holdup at the Commonwealth Bank, 200 Geor e Str t, S d ,
where he joined other members of the Special W d
Operattons Squad. The gunman at ptstoL point forced f '
employees of the Bank, including the Bank Maria er, I
various streets and into a car parked in Bri. d e Str t.
The car was then dri. ven by the Bank Maria er, th t d
a pistol directed at his head, and followed b I '
through the eastern suburbs, across the S dne H b d
Spit Bridges and in and around QueenscLi. ff and M I .
On endeavouring again to cross the Spit Bri. d e o1n t d
Sydney the vehicle was held up by a roadblock where
Constable CaneLLi. s, wearing a protecti. ve vest and d
with a shotgun approached the off side front window of th
and attempted to negoti. ate with the gunman then s ' tt '
the left hand side of the driver. Constable C 11 '
wounded i. n the nose, neck and shoulder when the unman f ' d
hts . 32 caLi. bre pistol.

Constable CaneLLls in attemp ting to negot. I ate wi. th
an armed, obviously unbalanced inari, dLspla ed conunendabl
courage .

I

- ----^----

.

.

.

..

Mr Robert AyIward HAMTLTON,
1511/11 Street,
SMTTHTON. 733 OTAS .

On 6 Novelnber 1983 a lone rock climber became stu k
a small ledge of rock at Weindorfcr ' s Tower on Cradle Mou t .
Mr. 1.1amilton undertook a severe to very severe rock climb t
rescue him. At approxiinately 6.30 pni in difficult weather
conditions of rain, cold and with broken low level cloud, M
began hi. s ascent of 100 feet and reached the Ledge at 7.45
Ile made a harness to put around tile other climber' s chest t
him from turning upside down and Lowered him to other rescue
waiting at the foot of the cliff .

By his actions. Mr 11ami. Iton undoubtedly saved the inari ' s
IIfe .
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,

,.

,

Mr Marttn nanieL MCCULLAGH,
3 \, Iarra Street ,

QLDToowooMBA

COMMENl)A'LTON 11'01< BRAVE CONDUCT
---- -----

armedOn 3 JULY 1984 at about 6.45 p. in. a inari
Toowoomba and demanded thatwith a knife entered a shop in

the owner, a Mrs MCCul. Lagh, give hi. n\ t e money ,
cash register.

Mr Martin 1.1cCULLagh, Mrs NGCULLagh s son,
believing that the inari was stabbi. rig hi. s inot er, en ex'
the shop, jumped on to the inari s back, put i, s arm
neck, and grabbed his right hand. A strugg e ensu
which Mr MCCulLagh recei. ved knife wounds to is e g
and back and a serious wound to his upper Ie arm.
i. ntruder broke of f the encounter but riotwi. t. stan trig.
wounds Mr MCCULLaqh aimed a kick at him i. n en eavoui:i. g
to drive him out of the shop.

his actions Mr MCCULLagh displayed coinmenda e

\

4350

.

courage .

,

*,
I
,

BY

MIC Richard John PURSELL,
2A Victory Place,

6076W. A.LE SMU RD T E .

"
I

I.
;;

*~
!,
11

On I September 1983 Mr Richard John P
safety officer on board the Key Biscayne 01 ~ ' 9I
70 nauti. ca} miles north of Fromantle, WTOn e 'g
some of its bow ropes. All emergency evacua
helicopters under extremely ha zardous con I
at approximately 11.00 all\ in a force ga
of u to 9 metres breaking over tile rig. r
charge of evacuating the crew. Ile p ace i, s
risk Y S ' ' d \ k Tactnc the other crewmen I. nt. o
tl\e winching harness of two hovering I{A roq.
and thereafter assisting some 33 crew merit ers
helicopter which made four separate an trigs
ver brief periods In weather conditions w IC .
On several occasions he was blown into o sa ' - y
surrounding the 1101i. dock. ALL the ot er c
rescued and Mr Pursell was the Last inari o e

conunendabIeMr PurseLL displayedBy his actLons

,
,
.

\
J

*

.

^

,

.

hi. s

cou rag e .

.
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Robert Douglas SCOTT,
45 Grove Road,
WAMBER!\L via GoSFORD

.

COMMENDATTON FOR BRAVE CONDUCT

On 18 June 1984 at about 6.00 p. in. a car skidded
Ln gravel at the corner of the Towanti. n-Cooroy Road,
Tewanti. n and overturned sever aL times.

Mr Scott was one of four passengers in the ca .
PetroL was running out of the tank as he crawLed from th
car and then i. t caught fi. re. Ile then drag ed one of th
men out through the window and PULLed him awa . He Id
not release the second inari in the back of the car s '
at that ti. me the car was burning fiercely, but assist d
rescuing the driver who was himsei. f on fire. The fi
spread from the driver to the first passenger Mr Scott h d
rescued and Mr Scott Ilelped to pull that passen er furth
away. The car then exploded.

By hi. s actions Mr Scott displayed commendable

N. S. W. 2260

courage .

.

Mr MIChaeL Cordon SMITH,
60 Hunter Street,

3304HEYWOOD VTC.

..

On 6 April 1984 at about LL. 00 p. in. Mr Smith was
traveLLi. rig along Etcrtck Road, Heywood, when two cars COLLi. ded.
Two people were ktLLed in one car and two people, badLy
injured, were trapped in the other. Petrol from both cars

had spilt on the roadway. Mr Smith pulled one of the
persons through a front window and smashed the rear window
in an attempt to reach the other person ; in so dotng he
i. njured his hand. The wound Later required several sti. tches.
Mr Smith then stopped oncoming motorists, asked for the
POLLco and ambulance to lie called and sought assistance to
free the passenger still in the car. Ile remained at the

scene giving fi. rst aid and comforting the injured.

By his actions Mr Smith di. spLayed conunendabLe
courage.
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,
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Mr Andrew STASTAK,

I Booyong Street,
ALGESTER QLD

COMMENDATTON FOR BRAVE CONDUCT

On 19 August 1983 at about 11.00 p. in. a boat
in which Mr Andrew Stasi. ak and two other persons were

returning from a fishing trip capsized one and half miles
off shore from Tweed Heads. Shortly af ter they had climbed
onto the huLL Mr Stasi. ak became concerned for the safety
of the others, one of whom was a boy aged 15, in the COTd,
windy condi. ti. ons, and because he was the strongest swi. miner
decided to attempt to swim ashore for help. Tn three to
four hours he swam some three miles agaLnst a very strong
current before reaching Flagstaff beach where he raised
the alarm and the other two occupants of the boat were
rescued.

41L5

cou rag e .
By his actions Mr stasiak displayed commendable

MIC Ross TAYLOR,
57 Camberwarra Drive,

6025W. A.CRATGTE

On L5 June L984 at about 5.30 a. in. a car COILi. ded
with a power POTe at Watermall o11 the West Coast Highway.
The pole and some of the Lines tel} on to the top of the

The car was intermittently electrified and therec ar .

dri. veI:'was a strong sineLL of petrol. The young woman
tnsi. de the car was injured and could not move. Two men

recei. ved eLectri_c shocks in attempting to remove a jammed
Ambulance Of ticer TayLor then smashed the reardoor .

window, CLImbed over blankets placed o1\ the metal and
broken gLass, and assisted tile driver until the Fire Brigade
rescue unit removed a door from the car and freed her.

By ITls actions AnIbulaiicc Of ricer Taylor displayed
considerable bravery.


