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Mr Robert McKenzie FENWICK deceased, late of Orange NSW 2800  
 
On the afternoon of 5 January 2011, Nurse, Mr Robert Fenwick and a female colleague were 
attending to a patient at a hospital in Orange.  For reasons of privacy, the female nurse left the 
bedroom, when another patient entered through the door armed with a steak knife in each hand.  
He lunged at the female nurse causing a severe laceration to her right hand, nearly severing her 
little finger.  The nurse yelled for help.  Mr Fenwick immediately left the room and placed himself 
between the offender and his colleague, when he was stabbed in the chest, receiving multiple 
lacerations to his body.  Despite his injuries, Mr Fenwick, and his patient, who came to assist, 
forced the offender outside.  Mr Fenwick grabbed a broom and defended himself with it.  The 
offender backed off and security staff apprehended him.  Sadly, after being transported to 
Westmead Hospital, Mr Fenwick died the next morning.  His colleague received surgery to 
reattach her little finger. 
 
By his actions, Mr Fenwick displayed conspicuous courage. 
 
 
 


