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Mark FORREST, 8 Kinkuna Street, Busby, N. S. W.

On I July 1978 at about 9.30 p. in. Mr. Fort~est
witnessed a fight between two inen on a sti~eet corner In
Pel~th, Western Australia. The assailant was armed- with a
knife and had already inflicted severe wounds on. the victim,
who latei, died as a result.

Mr. Fort~est went to the aid of the victim and grappled
with the attacker, who then menaced ITim with the knife before
breaking loose and running off. Although slightly injured
himself, Mr. Fort, est gave chase but the assailant escaped.

Mr. For rest displayed considerable bravery in
attempting to defend the victim and apprehend his attacker.

2.

J o h n Do n al d A1 b e rt HARRI S ON ,B : E . !^I. , 18 S t ew a ret .Av e n u e ,
Vale Park, S. A.

On I Julv 1978 an 11 year old boy was playing with an
aluminium irrigation pipe at the Primary School Oval, Gilles
Plains, South Australia. In so doing he allowed it to contact
overhead high voltage power lines. The pole became electrified
and the boy remained fixed to the pole by the current, suffei~ing
severe burns and other injuries.

Mr. Harpison, who \. Ias watching a football match nearby,
immediately ran across the oval, wrapped his coat around th e

polepole and, viith the assistance of another inari, pulled the
b oyaway from the boy. He then applied resuscitation to the

until trained he I p arrived.

Mr. Hat'I~is on showed a disregard for his own safety. His
prompt and bra*,, e action undoubtedly saved the boy s life.
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GI~a h am Ch a F1 e s 1.1 a c DON A L D , I I I a b un d a h DI~i ve , Mad u a B ay , N . S . W .

On the night of 18 Septeinber 1977, at Guerilla Bay,
New South Wales, Mt. MacDonald, and two coinpanions put to sea
in the face of a southerly gale to rescue three persons
stranded on a rock outcrop which becomes submerged at high
tide. The stranded group had earlier lost their' boat, which
had become disabled, had been washed onto the rocks, and
had bi, okeii up.

In attempting to rea. ch the stranded group the
rescue boat. was itself driven against the rocks by the sea,
and Fir MacDonald jumped over board to push the boat back off
the rocks. The boat was then taken out to safer water while
Mr MacDonald clambered over the rocks to the stranded people.
He pel~suaded them to swim to the boat, where all were picked

and returned safely to shore.up

In taking part in a sea rescue in such hazardous
c on di ti on s , Mr I'm c Do n al d di s PI ay e d co n s i de I~ ab I e bI' av ei~y .

4.

. ;

"

Robert Leslie PERROTT, 8 Ruthedge Street, Bungendore, N. S. W.

On 20 March'1978 at about 11.15 p. in. a flash
flood occurred in Reedy Ci-eek, in the Australian Capital
Territory, resulting in a vehicle being washed from a
bridge on the Sutton Road and the woman occupant becoming
caught in a tree downstream. Upon reaching the scene, and
uria\. Jare of other rescue attempts from the other side of the
creek, Mr Perrott entered the swollen floodv{aters unaided
and commenced to swim to the stranded woman. However, he
was swept away by the rush of water and managed to reach the
bank downstream. When Police and other help arrived he
assisted in handling various ropes and equipment until the
woman \. Ias rescued some time later.

Mr Perrott displayed considerable bravery in
attempting and in assisting in a rescue in ,hese hazar. do us
Ci FCumstances.
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Grahani Tilka GLOVER, 8140tt Terrace, , Seacliff Park,

Shortly after' 5 p. in. , on 31 August 1978, a'ftei~ theit~
boat sank approximately 81<ilometros off the coast from
Seacliff, South Australia, fir. Glover, and his t^..!o companions
a mail and his son aged 15 years, started to swim tonal. ds the
coast. Although all were wearing life jackets the boy's
father was lost. Mr. Glove I~ assisted the son to the shore

by swimm^rig over 2 hours with the boy holding on:^o his legs,

Mt. . Gl o ve r s h ON e d co mine n d a bl e c o u ra g e a n d de t e rini n a ti o n
in assisting the boy to shore.

,

2.

Sam LARTA, 449 Cabramatta Road, Cabra'mat:ta, N. S, W.

On 12 June 1978 Mt. . Lay, ia vias conft~onted by two
escapees from the Long Bay Prison Complex who demanded the
keys to his utility truck and commenced to drive off. Mr.
Lapia jumped onto the rear table top of the vehicle, and
commenced to strike the driver with a vJheel brace. As a
result of Mr. Layia's actions the vehicle was eventually
stopped and the escapees ran off. Mr. Layia pursued them
for a short distance but was unable to apprehend them.

Mr. Lapia showed commendable courage in attempting
to prevent the escape of two dangerous prisoners.

S. A.

John Dominic PICK, 50 Pal~k Street, Hyde Park, S. A.

On I July 1978 an 11 year old boy was playing with
an aluminium ifi~igation pipe at the Pr, jinar. y School Oval,
Gilles Plains, South 13. ustr. ajia. In doing so he allowed it
to contact over, head high voltage power lines, The pole
became electrified and the boy remained fixed to the pole
by the current, suffering sever. e burns and other injuries.

Mr. Pick came to the assistance of another bystander
who wrapped his coat around 'the pole and helped him pull the
pole away from the boy. Mr. Pick showed a disregard for' his
own safety in assisting viith the I*emoval of the electrified
pipe.

,
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Dr Willia. in THURLOl. !, Elizabeth Beach, via ForsteY, , N. 3.11.

On 2 July 1978* Dr Thurlo\. I, agec! 57, was 50 trio
on Elfzabetl\ Beach, near Forstet~, I-tel, { South Wales, lineh
his wife drew his attention to two Inen on a raft about 600
mett~OS out in a \, ei~y heavy sea. Dr I'hut'low immediately swam
out to the raft and attempted unsuccessful Iy to push i" to~
wards the shore. Both men o11 the raft wei~e suffering from
extreme exposui, e and one \.!as unconscious. Dr Thurloiv then
swam back to the shore, tried unsuccessful Iy to obt. ain
assistance, again swam out to the raft and this time ^.-{as
able to push it into the breaker line and bring bot!I
occupants ashor, e.

D r T h u F1 0\.! s h ow e d c omi'ne n d a bl e c o UVa g e a n d p e T's i s t e n ce
in bringing the men to shore through heavy seas.
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